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Welcome & Opening Remarks 
Jamie Mansell, PATS President 

 
Dinner 

 
Presentation of Education Awards 

PATS Outstanding Educator Award 
PATS Outstanding Preceptor Award 

 
Presentation of Scholarships 

District II Joe Iezzi Student Scholarship 
PATS Otho Davis Student Scholarship 

Cecilia Yost Student Scholarship 
Richard M. Burkholder Student Scholarship 

Phillip B. Donley Student Scholarship 
 

Presentation of Achievement Awards 
Lifesaver Award Recognition 
Outgoing Officer Recognition 

PATS Service Award 
PATS Distinguished Merit Award 

PATS Professional Advocacy Award 
Dr. Michael Cordas Physician Award 

 
Pennsylvania Athletic Training Hall of Fame Induction 

Tanya Miller, MS, LAT, ATC, CES 
 

Closing Remarks 
Jamie Mansell, PATS President  



 
 

Special thanks to: 
 

PATS Executive Board 
President Jamie Mansell  

President Elect Kyle Harris 
Past President Nicky Cattano 

Secretary Jason Edsall 
Treasurer Miranda Fisher 

NW Representative Alyssa Cassella 
NC Representative Kristin Funk Maguire 
NE Representative John Ostrowski 
SW Representative Devin Kielur 
SC Representative Sandy Zettlemoyer 
SE Representative Katie Bartosik 

Parliamentarian Marguerite Carver 
 
 

Convention Committee & Contributors 

Co-Chairs Liz Evarts 
Jessica Baum Mehus 

Committee members 

Lindsey Dry  
Andrea Harmon  

Mussy Loudenslager 
Steph Sibeto 

Registration Coordinator Kayla Rang 
Programming Coordinator Jay Scifers 

Exhibits Coordinator Jessica Johns 
Site Coordinator Joel Watts 

Corporate Relations  David Wilkenfeld 
 

  



 
 
 

Honors & Awards Committee 
Chair Dan Baer 

Committee members 

Tim Braun 
Joanna Entz 

Kiernan Melograna 
Mary Murray 

 
 

Educators Committee 
Chair Erin Pletcher 

Committee members 

Amy Aggelou 

Mindy Hilborn 

Chelsey Meyers 

Mary Murray 

Jim Racchini 
Jeremy Simington 

 
 

Hall of Fame Committee 
Chair Julie Ramsey Emrhein 

Committee members 

Richard Burkholder  
Neil Curtis  

Alison Gardiner-Shires  
Gary Hanna  

Kiernan Melograna  
Janelle Nolt  
Jim Thorton  

Paula Sammarone Turocy 
 
 



 

 
PATS Educator Awards 

 
The purpose of these awards is to recognize PATS members who demonstrate 
exceptional dedication to student learning and outstanding clinical 
preceptorship. 
 

Previous Educator Award Recipients 
 
Outstanding Educator Award  

2025 Amy Brzoska  King’s College 

2024 Jennifer Ostrowski Moravian University 

2023 Jamie Mansell Temple University 

2022 Carolyn Jimenez West Chester University 

 
 
Outstanding Preceptor Award  

2025 Jacqueline Crytzer Slippery Rock University 

2024 Alexander "Sandy" Zettlemoyer Lebanon Valley College 

2023 David Marchetti King's College 

2022 Mark Grothmann West Chester East HS 

 
 
 

  



 

 
2026 Educator Award Recipients 

 
Outstanding Educator Award 
Erin Ulrich, DHSc, LAT, ATC 
Lebanon Valley College, Clinical Associate Professor and Clinical Education 
Coordinator of Athletic Training  
 
Quote from Nominator: Dr. Ulrich not only teaches 
athletic training—she elevates it. She is a scholar, a 
leader, and a tireless advocate for students and for the 
profession. Her influence is seen in our program’s 
outcomes, in our clinical partnerships, and most 
meaningfully, in the confidence and competence of 
every graduate she has helped shape. 
 

 
Outstanding Preceptor Award 

Norma Jean Wingate, Med, LAT, ATC, ITAT 
Springside Chestnut Hill Academy, Head Athletic Trainer 
 
Quote from Nominator: As a preceptor, she is 
unmatched. Her approach is simple: “If I’m doing 
something, you’re doing it.” She challenges students 
directly, pushes them to think critically, and places 
them in situations that foster real growth, but she 
never lets them fail without support. Norma has a 
remarkable ability to work with students from all 
backgrounds and skill levels, which I believe is a true 
testament to her adaptability, patience, and depth of 
knowledge. 



 

 
PATS Student Scholarship Awards 

 
NATA District II - Joe Iezzi Scholarship 

Joe has served as Head Athletic Trainer at Cheyney 
University, Philadelphia University, and Downingtown 
West High School. He continues to work tirelessly for the 
profession and has held many professional leadership 
roles within the State, District, and National levels. Joe 
Iezzi has mentored many students and has helped mold 
and shape their careers and lives.  
 
 
 
 
 

PATS, Inc.- Otho Davis Scholarship 
In 1976, Otho Davis was the National Executive Director 
of the National Athletic Trainers’ Association and was 
also the principal individual who gathered our founding 
fathers together in Mechanicsburg, PA to create the 
Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society, modeled after 
the NATA. Otho was a “bigger than life” individual who 
had the bold vision to organize Athletic Trainers in the 
state to protect the profession in the uncertain political 
climate of that time. This award embodies the deep 
passion of our founding fathers, which holds its 

members to the highest professional standards by practicing moral and 
ethical behaviors, valuing camaraderie and collaboration, and exhibiting 
adaptability, flexibility, and creativity.  
 
 
 



 

 
Cecilia Yost Scholarship 

In addition to being the first female elected President of the 
Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society, Cecelia Yost was 
also the first athletic trainer from the secondary school 
setting to serve in this role. Through these groundbreaking 
accomplishments, Cecilia Yost has helped forge a path for 
women to ascend the ladder within the profession of athletic 
training. Even more importantly, she has strived to mentor 
students seeking a career in the field, while also constantly 
being a valuable resource for all of our young professionals. 
To that end, this scholarship is awarded to a student who 
has demonstrated potential for having a unique impact on the profession and 
the PATS organization.  
 

 
 
 

Richard M. Burkholder Scholarship 
Dick Burkholder is an untiring servant of the profession 
and the athletes he has served. The Richard M. 
Burkholder Award is given to a student who has a desire 
and eagerness to gain knowledge not only in the 
classroom, but also through application of skills and 
knowledge to evaluate early health problems and provide 
care. Like “Burkie,” the person awarded this scholarship 
should have a great sense of humor and be committed to 
helping others in the profession.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Phillip B. Donley Scholarship 

Phil Donley’s Athletic Training Program was not only the first in the state, but 
also the first co-ed program in the country. In 1965, he established a co-ed 
athletic training room when few schools had one. He was a pioneer in helping 
women enter the field and hired the first full-time female athletic trainer in 
1966. Along with Bud Miller, they were the heart and 
soul of early athletic training education. Phil was 
dedicated to the profession and was always there 
when you needed him in professional organization 
matters. He continued to work behind the scenes to 
get things done and pushed his peers to step forward 
to take leadership roles. The Phillip B. Donley 
Scholarship distinguishes the student who is also 
dedicated to the profession – who not only 
distinguishes themselves academically, but more 
importantly, clinically, and through volunteerism. It is 
the student who is well-rounded and is willing to go 
that “extra mile” beyond what is assigned to them 
throughout their curriculum. 
  



 

 
2026 Student Scholarship Winners 

 
Jennifer Devens is an athletic training student at King’s 
College and has been a PATS member since 2024.  Jennifer 
is the Treasurer of the King’s College Sports Medicine 
Society and a member of the Delta Epsilon Sigma Honor 
Society.  Jennifer’s commitment to the athletic training 
community is demonstrated by her attendance at PATS, 
EATA and WFATT conferences. After graduating, her goal is 
to work in a traditional athletic training setting, as she 
enjoys the ability to provide individualized patient care. 
 
 
Takako Hasegawa is an athletic training student at East 
Stroudsburg University and has been a PATS member 
since 2025.  Takako is an active member of the Japan 
Athletic Trainers’ Organization and has been a student 
mentor for the Global Athletic Training Program at 
Ritsumeikan University for 5 years.  After graduating, she 
hopes to work as an athletic trainer in a collegiate or 
professional setting, while continuing to support students 
around the world who aspire to become athletic trainers. 
 
 
Daryn Minst is an athletic training student at Temple 
University and has been a PATS member since 2024.  
Daryn is a member of Iota Tau Alpha at Temple, works as 
an EMT at large-scale and high-risk events, and volunteers 
to assist faculty in undergraduate courses.  Daryn’s 
professional goal is to work in the collegiate or 
professional football or ice hockey setting. 
 



 
 
 
McKenna Nugent is an athletic training student at West 
Chester University and has been a PATS member since 
2023.  McKenna is involved with the Exercise is Medicine 
organization at WCU and is highly involved in committees 
and activities, including being a member of the University 
President Advisory Board.  After graduating, McKenna 
hopes to work as an AT in a college or professional setting, 
continuing to serve and advocate for the profession of 
athletic training.   
 
 
 
 
Emma Singley is an athletic training student at Moravian 
University and has been a PATS member since 2025.  
Emma is the vice president for Moravian’s Athletic Training 
Student Association and serves as her cohort’s MSAT 
Class Ambassador.  Emma’s professional goal is to work 
as an athletic trainer at the collegiate level, and she is also 
exploring residency programs.   
 
  



 

 
PATS Lifesaver Award 

This award recognizes an act of professionalism in an effort to save 
someone’s life (or quality of life) in an emergency situation that warranted 
immediate care and management.   

 

2026 Lifesaver Award Recipients 
1/12/2026  Shannon Taby 

4/25/2026  Anthony Fuhrman 
  

Previous Lifesaver Award Recipients 
 

2025 
Travis Moyer 

Ryan Wockley 
Robert Zaccagnini 

 
2024 

Jared Limbeck  
Trevor Lotz 

Nicole Markiewicz 
Marc Migliorini 

Amy Smearman 
Dave Snowberger 

Nathan Sparks 

2023 
Joshuel Irizarry  

 
2022 

Deryck “DJ” Snyder  
Molly Trott 

 
2021 

Tyler Countess 
Rochelle Gilbert 
Julia LoBasso 
Andrew Neeld 

 
Outgoing Officers 

PATS would like to thank our outgoing officers for their dedication and service 
as a PATS Executive Board Member.  Their vision, leadership, and commitment 
have left a lasting legacy. 

PATS Past President: Nicky Cattano, PhD, LAT, ATC 

Thank you for your leadership and service! 



 

 
PATS Service Award 

 
The Service Award was created by the PATS Inc. Executive Board to 
recognize and honor those individuals deserving for their dedication, loyalty, 
and service to the Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers' Society.  
 
All honorees have made contributions which have greatly impacted the 
members of the Society and must have demonstrated direct and/or indirect 
service to the Society for a period of at least five years.  
 
The services include, but are not limited to, committee work, special 
projects, liaison to allied groups with significant results, commercial ventures 
that benefit the Society, establishment of programs to benefit the health 
care of athletic training patients in the Commonwealth, and any other 
service as deemed to be significant. 
 
  



 

 
2026 Service Award  

 

Jessica Johns, MEd, LAT, ATC 
 
Jessica Johns is the director of sports medicine at Duquesne University, 
where she has worked as an athletic trainer since 2018.  For over a decade, 
Jessica has served PATS through her involvement and leadership on multiple 
committees, including the Public Relations Committee (2015-2019), Young 
Professionals Committee (2016-2019), and Convention Committee (2024-
present).  Jessica has also served as Allegheny County Delegate for the PATS 
Southwest Region since 2021 and has been involved with PAT-PAC since 2023, 
advocating for the profession’s legislative interests and promoting member 
engagement.  Beyond Pennsylvania, Jessica also serves as Public Relations 
Committee Chair for EATA (2024-present). 
 
Jessica’s service has made a lasting impact on the profession in Pennsylvania, 
through sustained, meaningful contributions that elevate the standard of care 
for athletic training patients across the Commonwealth. 
 
 



 

 
2026 Service Award  

 

Ryanne Ziobro, MEd, LAT, ATC 
 
Ryanne Ziobro is a clinical professor and athletic trainer at King’s College, where 
she has worked as an athletic trainer since 2005.  Ryanne has served on the PATS 
Public Relations Committee for almost 20 years (2006-present), chairing the 
committee from 2009-2011.  During this time, Ryanne has helped lead multiple 
initiatives including educating legislators about the profession, educating high 
school guidance counselors about athletic training as a field of study, and 
educating the public to emphasize athletic training as a healthcare profession.  
During National Athletic Training Month, Ryanne has helped PATS win multiple 
awards for greatest impact and best overall campaign.  She has also served PATS 
by attending “Hike to Harrisburg” and “Hit the Hill Day” to promote the AT 
profession among legislators.  
 
Outside of PATS, Ryanne has volunteered as a provider at the PA Special 
Olympics and the Scranton Steamtown marathon, has organized fundraisers for 
leukemia, lymphoma, esophageal cancer, and brain cancer research, and 
developed a non-profit called Pat Shotwell's Faith Over Fears that raises money 
for pancreatic cancer research.  



 

  
Previous Service Award Recipients 

PATS is proud to recognize these great supporters of athletic training and sports 
medicine. 

 
2025 

Shelly Fetchen 
Dicesaro 

Emily Duckett 

2024 
Kiernan Melograna 

Aaron Hand 

2023 
Philip Hensler 

Adam Richmond 
Rennie Sacco 

2022 
Rich Bertie 

Mercedes Himmons 
Jesse Townsend 

2021 
Guy Sanchioli 

2020 
Rebecca Mokris 

2019 
Kathy Wright 

2018 
Jason Vian 

 
 
 
 

2017 
Jason Erlandson 
David Marchetti 

2016 
Scott Heinerichs 

2015 
Elizabeth Evarts 
Gregory J. Janik 

Kimberly J. Stoudt 

2014 
Lindsey McGuire 

Tanya Miller 
2013 

Ellen West 

2012 
Hank Fijalkowski 

Stephanie Loh 

2011 
Phil Donley 

2010 
Linda Platt Meyer 

2009 
Joe Donolli 

 
 
 
 

2008 
Larry Grollman 

Michael Ludwikowski 

2007 
John Moyer 

Jim Thornton 

2006 
Teresa Zepka 

2005 
Larry Cooper 

Linda Fabrizio Mazzoli  

2004 
Julie Ramsey Emrhein 

John Hauth 
Joe Iezzi 

2003 
Edwin “Sandy” Bush 

George Roberts 

2002 
Steve Heckler 

Roberta Polizzotto 

2001 
Dorothy Childress 
Robert “Tommy” 

Tomlinson 
 
 

2000 
Barry E. McGlumphy 

Kelly Myers 

1999 
Steve Bair 

1998 
Richard Burkholder 

David J. Tomasi 

1997 
David Joyner 
Cecilia Yost 

1996 
Stephen Nemes 
Kathy Speaker-

MacNett 

1995 
Michael Cordas 

1994 
Hugh Grubiss 

1993  
Tim Kerin 

1992 
Willie Myers 

1991 
Moose Detty

 
 



 

 
PATS Distinguished Merit Award 

 
The PATS Distinguished Merit Award was created by the PATS Executive Board 
to honor those individuals who have demonstrated exemplary professional 
practice achievement in their respective employment setting.  
 
The DMA is awarded to a Pennsylvania licensed athletic trainer who has been 
in practice for a minimum of 10 years and deserves merit for demonstrated 
excellence in one of the following settings:  

1. Secondary School (High School) 
2. College/University 
3. Professional Sport  
4. Clinical/Industrial 
5. Educator/Researcher  

 
These athletic trainers are awarded for their excellence in their primary fields 
of practice and positive influence on patients, athletes, students, 
administrators and organizations they provide service for in their role as a 
professional employee. 
  



 

 
2026 Distinguished Merit Award  

 

Shelly Fetchen DiCesaro, PhD, LAT, ATC 
 
Dr. Shelly DiCesaro is an associate professor in the Department of Sports 
Medicine & Nutrition at the University of Pittsburgh, and an athletic trainer for 
the U.S. Olympic figure skating team.  Shelly’s sustained professional 
excellence, visionary leadership, and unwavering commitment have 
strengthened our profession and created a lasting impact, with achievements 
spanning clinical practice, education, research, and service 
 
As PATS president, Shelly guided the society through the COVID-19 pandemic, 
while maintaining a sense of community and fostering continued engagement.  
She has been a leader in policy development, organizing the PA Team Up for 
Sports Safety Summit in Pittsburgh, and overseeing the development of PATS 
initiatives such as the PATS/ATSNJ Speaker Exchange, the PATS Week of 
Service, PATS Speakers’ Bureau, and two new committees with Community & 
Youth Activities and Membership Engagement & Value Committees.   
 
In addition to her work in Pennsylvania, Shelly also serves as EATA President-
Elect, and is a member of the NATA Foundation Scholarship Committee. 
 



 
 

2026 Distinguished Merit Award  
 

Keith Varney, MEd, LAT, ATC 
 

Keith Varney has been an athletic trainer in the secondary school setting 
since 2007, and has touched countless lives in this role.  He is currently an 
athletic trainer at Lebanon School District, where he has worked since 2012.  
Keith works tirelessly to support his student-athletes, and has earned the 
respect, loyalty, and trust of administration, support staff, coaches, student-
athletes, parents, and team physicians.  Keith embodies the values of an 
athletic trainer, and has a deep passion for the profession.  His colleagues 
describe him as reliable, respectful, a leader, competent, knowledgeable, 
compassionate, and someone who holds himself and others accountable.  
 
Throughout his career, Keith has demonstrated consistent positivity, drive, 
and an unwavering passion for providing care.  Keith promotes the profession 
by advocating for appropriate compensation, ensuring adequate healthcare 
access for student-athletes, and mentoring high school students who are 
interested in a career in sports medicine.  Keith also serves as a preceptor for 
athletic training students from Lebanon Valley College and manages the South 
Central PA Athletic Training contact list to connect ATs in the area and share 
employment opportunities. 



 

 
Previous Distinguished Merit Award Recipients 

 
These athletic trainers deserve recognized merit for demonstrated excellence 
in their primary fields of practice and significant influence on the athletic 
training profession and the organizations and people they choose to serve.

2025 
David Marchetti 

2024 
Tanya Miller 

2022 
Rebecca Mokris 

2020 
Scott Devore 

2019 
Julie Ramsey Emrhein 

2018 
Joseph Iezzi 
Greg Janik 

2017 
Yvette Ingram 

James McCrossin  

2016 
William R. (Sonny) Mills Jr.  

Jeff Shields 
Kenneth Rodgers 

2015  
Roberta J. Simmons 

 
 
 

2014  
Robert Blanc 

Edwin A. "Sandy" Bush 
Thomas West 

2013 
Rick Burkholder  

A.J. Duffy 
John L. Moyer 
Paul Scheuch 

2012 
Linda Fabrizio Mazzoli 

Linda Platt Meyer 

2011 
Glen "Larry" Cooper 

Gary R. Hanna 

2007 
Bonnie Siple 

2005 
Craig Denagar 

2004 
Mike Sitler 

2001 
Paula Sammarone-Turocy 

1997 
William B. Biddington 

1991 
Mark Keppler 

1990 
Paul Slocum  

1989 
Joe Vegso 

1988 
Dave Tomasi 

1987 
Ted Quedenfeld 

1986 
Joe Godek 

1985 
Phil Donley 

1984 
Hal Biggs 

1983 
Chuck Medlar 

1982 
Joe Blankowitch 

1981 
Francis Sheridan 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

PATS Professional Advocacy Award 
The engagement of athletic trainers in state and local governmental affairs is 
critical in our quest for legislative recognition and respect.  This recognition is 
awarded by the executive board to acknowledge a PATS member or stakeholder 
who has made exceptional contributions leading to increased visibility and/or 
influence of the profession in the political arena. 

 

2026 Professional Advocacy Award  

 
Catharine Conner 

 
Catharine Conner is a partner at Milliron Goodman, who has lobbied on behalf of 
athletic trainers in Pennsylvania and played a critical role in the modernization of 
our state’s practice act.  Catharine’s combination of expertise, energy, and genuine 
respect for the profession, and her abilities to connect, communicate, and cultivate 
trust have contributed to legislative success and ensured that athletic trainers have 
a voice at the table.  She is known and respected by lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle, and she leverages those relationships with professionalism and integrity.  
Currently, Catharine is partnering with the executive board on another major 
initiative, positioning our state to join the national athletic training compact.  Her 
contributions have advanced the mission of PATS, and will continue to shape the 
future of our profession within the Commonwealth for years to come. 
 

Previous Professional Advocacy Award Recipients 
2024  James Scifers



 

 
Dr. Michael Cordas Physician Award  

 
These physicians have worked alongside athletic trainers in caring for 
Pennsylvania’s athletes for 10 or more years and are recognized as Honorary 
Members of PATS.  PATS is proud to recognize these pioneers of Sports Medicine.  
 

2026 Dr. Michael Cordas Physician Award 

  
Donald Phykitt, DO 

 
Dr. Donald Phykitt serves as Medical Director for Guthrie Sports Medicine 
where he collaborates with multiple athletic trainers.  Dr. Phykitt has been an 
advocate and mentor for athletic trainers throughout his career in sports 
medicine, working alongside ATs at numerous wrestling tournaments, football 
games, and other events.  He understands the value that athletic trainers bring 
to patients regarding injury prevention, recognition, rehabilitation, and overall 
health and wellbeing.  Dr. Phykitt, who was mentored by Dr. Michael Cordas 
during his Sports Medicine Fellowship, continues a strong tradition of 
excellent athletic healthcare in Pennsylvania as he continues to mentor both 
athletic trainers and physicians to advance patient care. 

 



 

 
Previous Dr. Michael Cordas Physician Award Recipients 

David J. Adam 
Christopher Aland 
Eric Anish 
James Apple 
Charles Bannon 
Charles J. Barr 
Arthur Bartolozzi 
Joseph Bering 
James Blacksmith 
John Bonessi 
James Bradley 
Charles Burmeister 
David Campbell 
Robert J. Campbell 
Gary C. Canner 
Daniel Carneval 
Patrick Carey 
L. Luke Cellini 
William Charlton 
Michael G. Ciccotti 
Lee S. Cohen 
Lawrence Cox 
James Conrad 
Edward Crist 
Samuel D'Agata 
Richard H. Daly 
H. Roberts Davis 
John Deitch 
James Devlin 
Thomas B. Dickson 
Vincent J. DiStefano 
Domenic Falco 
Thomas Fessler 
Leonard Fina 
Kevin Freedman 
Freddie Fu 
Frank Furman 
Charles Gannon 

F. Clay Gibson 
Robert P. Good 
Kenneth W. Graf 
Alfred H. Greiss 
Joseph Grosh 
Tanya Hagen 
Christopher D. Harner 
Robert Hollen 
Charles Hummer 
Graham Johnstone 
Alexander Kalenak 
Franklin C. Kelton 
Philip Kistler 
Harold Kretzing 
William Krywicki 
Francis Lovecchio 
Larry Lytle 
John P. Manta 
James N. Masterson 
Wendle McLaughlin 
P. Christopher Metzger 
Lawrence Miller 
Gustave W. Mork 
David G. Moyer 
Ray Moyer 
John E. Nemec 
Dimitri Petro 
Tomas Pierro 
George A. Primiano 
Richard Rahner 
Stephen Renzi 
Robert Richards 
John Rodgers 
Michael J. Rogal 
David L. Rubenstein 
Tony Salem 
Rudolf Schmidt 
Donald E. Shearer 

Michael Sicuranza 
James W. Sillaman 
I. O. Silver 
Samuel G. Sleagle 
Edward Smith 
Edward D. Snell 
Craig L. Stabler 
William Stewart 
Max Stierstorfer, Jr. 
David A. Stone 
James Tibbits 
Joseph Torg 
David Webner 
Harry Weller 
James Whiteside 
Kevin Wong 
V. Thomas Worrall 
Robert S. Yasui 
Thomas J. Yucha 
James M. Zurback



 

 
The Pennsylvania Athletic Training Hall of Fame 

 
The Pennsylvania Athletic Training Hall of Fame was created by the PATS 
Executive Board in 1999.  The Hall of Fame is a state-wide honor that is 
administered and funded by PATS, representing our society’s most prestigious 
award.  The inaugural class in 2000 inducted 11 members.  Since then, a total 
of 58 members have been inducted.  This includes 51 athletic trainers, six 
physicians, and one state senator.  
 
The framed keystone-shaped certificate that each Hall of Famer receives is 
inscribed with the words:  

“Whereas the recipient has brought distinction and honor to the profession 
of athletic training through a commitment to excellence, dedication, and 
valued contributions in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.” 

 
PATS is pleased to recognize Ms. Tanya L. Miller, MS, LAT, ATC, CES as the 
2026 inductee into the Pennsylvania Athletic Training Hall of Fame.   

 
2026 Pennsylvania Athletic Training Hall of Fame Inductee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tanya Miller, MS, LAT, ATC, NASM-CES 



 
 

Tanya Miller has made extensive and impactful contributions to the 
profession of athletic training in the Commonwealth, championing legislative 
and licensing efforts as Chair of the PATS Governmental Affairs Committee 
(2011-present), serving on the PATS Executive Board, and being the liaison 
between PATS and the State Boards of Medicine and Osteopathic Medicine.   
 
Tanya’s career has spanned Pennsylvania: she studied biology at 
Shippensburg University and athletic training at West Chester University, 
before completing a master’s degree at Bloomsburg University and post-
graduate work at California University of Pennsylvania.  She has worked as an 
athletic trainer at Susquehanna University (1998-1999), Bloomsburg High 
School (1999-2000), Central Columbia High School (2000-2001), 
Elizabethtown College (2001-1203), CIP Solutions (2009-2015), and she 
currently serves as the Assistant Director of Sports Medicine at Shippensburg 
University, where she has been since 2013.   
 
Tanya has been involved in national and state governmental affairs work; been 
part of the medical teams for NCAA Division II national, regional, and state 
events; and has authored and presented clinically relevant publications on 
emergency action planning and guidelines for sports participation in hot and 
cold weather.  In addition to her work to advance the profession, Tanya has 
contributed to the development and passing of the landmark legislation of the 
PA Safety in Youth Sports Act in 2011 and the Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
Prevention Act in 2012.   
 
Congratulations to Ms. Tanya L. Miller on her induction into the Pennsylvania 
Athletic Training Hall of Fame! 

 
  



 
 

The Pennsylvania Athletic Training Hall of Fame 
Class of 2024 

Greg Janik 
 

Class of 2021 
Neil Curtis 

 
Class of 2019 
Yvette Ingram 

John Moyer 
 

Class of 2018 
Edwin “Sandy” Bush 

Linda Fabrizio Mazzoli 
Teresa Zepka 

 
Class of 2016 

Rick Burkholder 
Jim Thornton 

Tom West 
 

Class of 2015 
AJ Duffy III 

John Norwig 
 

Class of 2014 
Glen L. “Larry” Cooper 
Joseph Donald Donolli 

Gary Robert Hanna 
 

Class of 2013 
Julie Ramsey Emrhein 

Barry McGlumphy 
Linda Platt Myer 

 
Class of 2012 

Paul G. Slocum 
Senator Robert Tomlinson 

Class of 2011 
George Roberts 

 
Class of 2010 
Steve Nemes 

 
Class of 2009 

John Hauth 
Steve Heckler 

 
Class of 2008 

Jeffrey S. Cooper 
Michael R. Sitler 

Paula Sammarone Turocy 
 

Class of 2007 
William B. Biddington 

Joseph Iezzi 
 

Class of 2006 
David Joyner, MD 

Mark Keppler 
 

Class of 2005 
Sayers J. “Bud” Miller 

Cecilia Yost 
 

Class of 2004 
Gareth “Lefty” Biser 

Alexander Kalenak, MD 
Jack Rea, Jr. 
Lois Wagner 

 
Class of 2003 

Romeo Capozzi 
Michael Cordas, Jr., DO 

George “Speed” Ebersole

Class of 2002 
Rudolph “Rudy” Corona 

I.O. Silver, MD 
John Thatcher 

 
Class of 2001 

G.E. “Moose” Detty 
Joseph Godek 

Willie Myers 
David J. Tomasi 

Joseph Torg, MD 
 

Class of 2000 
E.H. “Hal” Biggs 

Joseph Blankowitsch, Jr. 
Richard Burkholder 

Otho L. Davis 
Philip B. Donley 
Chuck Medlar 

David G. Moyer, MD 
Ted Quedenfeld 
Francis Sheridan 
Bruce Vogelson 
Howard Waite



 

 
PATS Research Grant Award 

 
The purpose of the PATS Research Grant is to facilitate the advancement of 
the Athletic Training profession. Initiated in 1993, the PATS Supported 
Research Program offers a unique opportunity for members of the Society. 
The grant, in an amount of up to $5,000, is awarded to basic, applied, and 
service-related research that incorporates an interdisciplinary approach 
between the Athletic Trainer and other health care researchers. 

 
Previous Research Award Recipients 

 
2024 

Erica Beidler 
 

2023 
Jamie Mansell 

Anne Russ 
  

2022 
Chelsea Wolff 
 

2020 
Jennifer Ostrowski 

  
2019 

Lindsey Keenan 
 
 

2017 
Rebecca Mokris 

 
2016 

Nicole Cattano 
Mallory Faherty 

  
2015 

Keisuke Kawata 
 

2013 
Lindsey McGuire 

  
2012 

Nieka Bright 
Cynthia Wright 

 

2010 
Jamie Mansell 

  
2009 

Giampietro L. Vairo 
  

2008 
Jason Scibeck 

  
2006 

Sandra Fowkes-Godek 
 

2005 
Ryan Tierney 

  
2004 

Keith Gorse
 

 

 

 



 

 
PATS, Inc. would like to thank our Corporate Partners for making this year’s 
Annual Meeting & Clinical Symposium and our Awards Banquet possible: 

 

InnovATe Level Sponsor 
UPMC Sports Medicine 

CollaborATe Level Sponsor 
St. Luke’s Sports Medicine 

ElevATe Level Sponsors 
Wellspan Sports Medicine 

Moravian University - Doctor of Athletic Training 

InitiATe Level Sponsors 
HawkGrips 

PROmotion Mental Health Screening 
Pennsylvania Beef Council 

 

Dr. Gregory Krystofer Janik PATS Student Quiz Bowl Sponsors 
Henry Schein Sports Medicine 

Heavy Metal Rollerz 
 

Early Professionals Welcome Social Sponsor 
UPMC Sports Medicine 

 

PATS 50th Anniversary Celebration Sponsor 
Rothman Orthopaedics 

 
 



 
 

PATS, Inc. would like to thank our exhibitors and Career Expo exhibitors for 
showcasing products and employment opportunities to our attendees: 

PATS Exhibitors 
ATS 

Collins Sports Medicine 
Excellence in Athletic Training Program 

Hydroworx 
Mueller Sports Medicine 

Synergy Orthopedics, LLC 
Henry Schein 

Moravian University 
Enovis 

Grimm Scientific 
Rothman Orthopaedics 

PROmotion 
Nexus Sports Medicine 

Medco 
Heavy Metal Rollerz 

RNR Therapy 

Career Expo Exhibitors 
Comprehensive Injury Prevention Solutions, LLC 

JAG Physical Therapy 
Independence Health 

Wellspan Sports Medicine 
Rothman Orthopaedics 

Enovis 
Moravian University 

UPMC Sports Medicine 
Henry Schein 

Synergy Orthopedics, LLC 
Geisinger Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine 

Orthopedic Associates of Lancaster 


