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The Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society
Student Scholarship Awards

Richard M. Burkholder Scholarship

Dick Burkholder is an untiring servant of the profession and the athletes he serves. The Richard M. Burkholder
Award is given to a student who has a desire and eagerness to gain knowledge not only in the classroom but
also through observation skills — and has insight of how these skills and knowledge can be used to evaluate
carly health problems and apply them to treat the athlete and use them in practicing his or her chosen health
profession, Like “Burke”, the person awarded this Scholarship should have a great sense of humor and be com-
mitted to helping others in the profession.

Phillip B. Donley Scholarship

Phil’s Athletic Training Education Program was not only the first in the State, but also the first Co-ed program
in the country. In 1965, he established a Co-ed athletic training room when few schools had one. He was a
pioneer in helping women enter the field ad hired the first full-time female athletic trainer in 1966. Along with
Bud Miller they were the heart and soul of early athletic training education. Phil is dedicated to the profession
and is always there when you need him in professional organization matters. He continues to work behind the
scenes to get things done and pushes his peers to step forward to take leadership roles. The Phillip B. Donley
Award seeks to distinguish the student who is also dedicated to the profession — who not only distinguishes
themselves academically, but more importantly, clinically and through volunteerism. It is the student who is
well-rounded and who has shown themselves to go that “extra mile” — not just what has been assigned to them
throughout their curriculum,

NATA District I — Joe Iezzi Scholarship

Joe has been the Head Athletic Trainer at Cheyney University, Philadelphia University, and Downingtown
West High School. He works tirelessly for the profession and has been in many professional leadership roles
within the State, District, and National levels. Joe lezzi has mentored many students and has helped mold and
shape their careers and lives.

PATS, Inc. Scholarship

The Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers” Society believes that the strength of this Society is derived from the mem-
bership and the values we uphold. These values include: possessing a deep passion for the athletic training
profession, holding the highest professional standards by practicing moral and ethical behaviors, valuing cama-
raderie and collaboration, and exhibiting adaptive, flexible, and creative solutions.

Cecilia Yost Scholarship

As the first female to be elected President of the Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society, Inc., she was also the
first athletic trainer from the secondary school setting. These two groundbreaking accomplishments of histori-
cal significance make Cecilia Yost a shining star in the profession of athletic training in the Commonwealth.
Because of Cecilia, the path was forged for women to ascend the ladder within the profession of athletic train-
ing. Even more importantly, she has strived to mentor those students seeking a career in the field while also
constantly being a valuable resource for all of our young professionals. To that end, this award is specific to a
rising senior (junior class applicant) who has shown his or her potential for having a unique impact on the pro-
fession and the PATS organization.

Richard M. Burkholder

Joe lezzi

Phillip B. Donley

Cecilia Yost



The Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society

Team Physician Honorary Membership
Award

The PATS Team Physician Honorary Membership Award was implemented to honor those
individuals that have served as a Team Physician with 15 or more years of service in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The recipients have proven themselves to be of immeasura-
ble value while working alongside Athletic Trainers in caring for Pennsylvania’s athletes.
They are hereby recognized as Honorary Members of PATS and we are proud to recognize
their contributions and support of our profession.

Craig L. Stabler, MD

Dr. Stabler has directed and supported athletic trainers in the Williamsport area, and
specifically Montoursville High School, since 1989. During these 25 years of ser-
vice, he set the standard for orthopedic care and support of athletic trainers in the
north central part of the state. He began an outreach athletic training program
through his role as Medical Director for the Susquehanna Health Sport Medicine
Center, a position he held until his retirement last year. During his tenure, he grew
what began as just one athletic trainer position with a single local high school to a
current staff of sixteen athletic trainers providing services to fifteen high schools,
one middle school, and one college. Additionally, he developed a staff of five ath-
letic trainers that work daily in physician extender roles.

In addition to his duties with Susquehanna Health, Dr. Stabler provided medical care
for Mansfield University’s football program until its closure in 2006. He also
served as the Medical Director for the PIAA Division 4 All-Star Football game for
over twenty years.

A member of the Lycoming County Medical Society, Pennsylvania Medical Socie-
ty, and American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons, Dr. Stabler received dual de-
grees in biology and chemistry from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and his
Doctor of Medicine from the Jefferson Medical College of Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity in Philadelphia.

The Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society

Service Award

The Service Award was created by the PATS, Inc., Board of Directors to
recognize and honor those individuals deserving for their dedication,
loyalty, & service to the Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers' Society.

All honorees have made contributions which have greatly impacted the
members of the Society and must have demonstrated direct and/or indi-
rect service to the Society for a period of at least five years.

The services include, but are not limited to, committee work, special pro-
jects, liaison to allied groups with significant results, commercial ven-
tures that benefit the Society, establishment of programs to benefit the
health care of athletes of the Commonwealth, and any other service as
deemed to be significant by a Board member or one of the constituents
of the Board.
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2014 PATS SERVICE AWARD

Lindsey McGuire has been an extremely passionate and dedicated professional who has
served PATS since 2009, just two years after becoming a certified athletic trainer. Pas-
sionate about concussion and the psychological and mental health of athletes, she is a re-
cent graduate of Temple University with a Doctorate of Philosophy in Kinesiology and has
accepted a position at California University of Pennsylvania starting this fall, teaching
courses within their Athletic Training Program.

During her educational experiences in graduate school at East Stroudsburg University and
Temple University, Lindsey has been able to accomplish a unique list of service and vol-
unteer activities within the scope of athletic training. She has worked with the East Penn
Speed Skating Club, Universal Cheerleaders Association, Lehigh Valley Outlawz Arena
Football, USA Women’s Lacrosse, Inter-County Scholastic Hockey League, Big 33 Foot-
ball Classic, and the Central American & Caribbean Games in Puerto Rico. She has been
able to experience these types of athletic training opportunities all while attending gradu-
ate school and fulfilling her responsibilities as an Adjunct Professor at East Stroudsburg
University.

Within PATS, Lindsey became the first chair in 2009 of the Technology Committee, im-
plementing a new website, creating PATS social media outlets, and assisting other com-
mittees with tech projects and goals. In 2010, she became a member of the Quiz Bowl
Committee for PATS and EATA as well as a member of the Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee, all while maintaining her chair position with the Technology Committee. She is
responsible for the development of the Jeopardy-style event and assists in researching
questions and the organization of these events with little to no recognition. A PATS Re-
search Grant recipient in 2013, she has presented at PATS, the Northeast Atlantic Sport
Psychology Conference, Applied Sport Psychology Conference, and been a workshop
assistant at EATA and NATA Symposiums.

The Board of Directors would like to thank Lindsey McGuire for her vision and guidance
that has shaped our technology efforts and connections with our athletic training students
and young professionals. She has consistently demonstrated the criteria necessary for a
PATS Service Award and her commitment to the Athletic Training Profession is exempla-
ry as she continues to lead by example and serve the Society. Thank you and congratula-
tions Lindsey.

g

2014 PATS SERVICE AWARD

Tanya L. Miller

As one of the 2014 recipients of the PATS Service Award, Tanya Miller has consistently
exceeded expectations as a PATS member. In her 16 years as a certified athletic trainer, she
has worked to continually improve quality of service to her athletes and education of her
administration and colleagues.

In 1998, Tanya began her journey in Athletic Training after graduating with a combination
degree in Biology from Shippensburg University and Athletic Training from West Chester
University by accepting a position as the Assistant Athletic Trainer at Susquehanna Univer-
sity. Returning to graduate school at Bloomsburg University a year later, she worked with
Bloomsburg High School and then Central Columbia High School as well as football and
wrestling at Bloomsburg University. Tanya moved onto Elizabethtown College as the Assis-
tant Athletic Trainer (2001-2010) and then Head Athletic Trainer (2010-2013). An oppor-
tunity opened for her to return to her alma mater, Shippensburg University, where she is
currently the Assistant Director of Sports Medicine.

While completing her duties related to her employment positions, Tanya has served in many
capacities within PATS. She has chaired the Governmental Affairs Committee since 2011
and was a member of that committee for many years, learning to navigate this venue from
George Roberts. She has demonstrated her commitment to this position by addressing such
issues as concussion, sudden cardiac arrest, and athletic trainer licensure. Additionally, she
serves as the PATS liaison to the PA Board of Medicine and the Osteopathic Board of Medi-
cine and attends all Allied Health Care Committee meetings, a subcommittee of the BOD.
She has presented at PATS about legislative issues and assists the Public Relations Commit-
tee in planning the annual “Hike to Harrisburg” campaign and also served as the South Cen-
tral Representative on the PATS Executive Board from 2006-2011. She also stays involved
with community service with groups such as the Wounded Warrior Project, the American
Red Cross, and the Be The Match Registry.

The Board of Directors would like to thank Tanya Miller for all her efforts that have assisted
us to grow and become a legislatively stronger organization. She has consistently demon-
strated the criteria necessary for a PATS Service Award. Her commitment to the profession
is exemplary as she continues to serve the Society. Thank you and congratulations Tanya.



The Pennsylvania Athletic Training Society
Distinguished Merit Award

The Pennsylvania Athletic Training Society Distinguished Merit
Award Hall of Fame was created by the PATS’ Board of Directors
to honor those individuals who have demonstrated exemplary pro-
fessional practice achievement in their respective employment set-
ting.

The DMA is awarded to a PA certified athletic trainer who has
been in practice for a minimum of 10 years and deserves merit for
demonstrated excellence in one of the following settings:

1. Secondary School (High School)
2. College/University

3. Professional Sport

4. Clinical/Industrial

5. Educator/Researcher

These athletic trainers are awarded for their excellence in their pri-
mary fields of practice and positive influence on patients, athletes,
students, administrators and organizations they provide service for
in their role as a professional employee.
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PATS DISTINGUISHED MERIT AWARD 2014

Robert Blanc

Robert Blanc, MS, LAT, ATC, has been a certified athletic trainer
for more than 30 years. Currently going into his 27" year this fall as
the Head Athletic Trainer for Football at the University of Pitts-
burgh, Rob has also served as the head athletic trainer at New Lex-
ington (Ohio) High School (1983-1984) and Duquesne University
(1986-1988). He also worked as a part-time assistant athletic trainer
with the NFL Pittsburgh Steelers (1984-1990) and as an EMT/
Paramedic with Tri-Community South in his community of Bethel
Park, PA, for 17 years (Dec. 1982-Jan. 2000). Additionally, he has
served as a clinical coordinator, athletic performance director, lec-
turer, and advisor to the university’s planning team that focuses on
the welfare of all student-athletes. Rob has served PATS and our
profession through his work as a former Chair of the PATS Clinical
Symposium (1995-1998), Co-Chair of the Panther Performance
Team (health and wellness), and member of the NCAA Self-Study
Certification Committee. Named the 2013 NCAA Division I Head
Athletic Trainer of the Year by the NATA, Rob has written many
journal publications and textbook chapters, co-authored the textbook
Emergency Care in Athletic Training, and presented at several pro-
fessional symposium, including the NATA, EATA, and American
Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine. Rob deserves the Distin-
guished Merit Award for excellence as an Athletic Trainer in the
College/University setting and for his positive influence on student-
athletes, our profession, and the professional organizations he
Serves.




PATS DISTINGUISHED MERIT AWARD 2014

Edwin A “Sandy” Bush, Jr.

Edwin A. “Sandy” Bush, Ir., MS, LAT, ATC, has been a certified athletic
trainer for 36 years, spending most of those (31 years) at Messiah College
as the Head Athletic Trainer (26 years). He is the current Athletic Training
Program Curriculum Director and Student Clinical Supervisor. Previously,
Sandy was an assistant athletic trainer at South Dakota State University
(1980-1981), the University of Pennsylvania Sports Medicine Center (1981
-1983), and interim head athletic trainer at Haverford College (1983). He
has held many committee positions in state and national organizations with-
in our profession including the PA Board of Physical Therapy Athletic
Trainers Advisory Committee (1995-1997), NATA JRC-AT Self-Study
Committee (2002-2003), and CAATE Planning Committee (2006-2007) as
well as a member of numerous PATS committees. Sandy was also on the
PATS Executive Board as the South Central Representative (1997-2001).
Currently, he serves on the following PATS committees: Governmental
Affairs (since 1985), Hall of Fame (since 1997), and History and Archives
(since 2002). Someone who has spoken to many professional medical soci-
eties across the state, he has been an athletic training education program
accreditation reviewer since 1989 and a recipient of the Northern High
School Education Service Award (1998) and the PATS Service Award
(2003). Also active in his church and community, Sandy deserves the Dis-
tinguished Merit Award for excellence as an Athletic Trainer in the Col-
lege/University setting and for his positive influence on students, athletes,
our profession, and the professional organizations he serves.

PATS DISTINGUISHED MERIT AWARD 2014

Thomas F. West

Thomas F. West PhD, LAT, ATC, has been a certified athletic trainer since
1990 and has worked diligently in providing health care and education for
the athletes and students of George Washington University (1993-1995),
Penn State University (1995-1997), Lock Haven University of Pennsylva-
nia (1999-2004), and California University of Pennsylvania (2004-present).
Serving as an athletic trainer and educator, he has been a program director
of both undergraduate and graduate athletic training curriculum programs at
Lock Haven and CalU as well as Chairperson of the Department of Health
Science at CalU (2009-2013). An accomplished presenter, manuscript and
program reviewer, and master’s thesis chairperson, Tom has served our
profession in many positions at the state and national level. He has been a
member or chair of the PATS Long Range Planning Committee, Poster Re-
view Committee, Finance Committee, Convention Committee, and, most
recently, on the PATS Executive Board as President-Elect, President, and
Past-President (2006-2012). Additionally, he serves on the national level
as the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education
(CAATE) Site-Visit Chairperson and was the NATA District Il PA Repre-
sentative for both the Research and Education Foundation and District 1T
Programs in Athletic Training. A recipient of the PATS Chuck Medlar
Award and finalist for both the CalU Presidential Gala Faculty Award and
the Olympic World Congress Prince de Merode Award, Tom deserves the
Distinguished Merit Award for excellence as an Athletic Trainer in the Ed-
ucator/Researcher category and for his positive influence on student educa-
tion and development, our profession, and the state and national profession-
al organizations he serves.




The Pennsylvania
Athletic Training Hall of Fame

The Pennsylvania Athletic Training Hall of Fame was created by the
PATS’ Board of Directors in 1999. The hall of fame is a state-wide
honor that is administered and funded by PATS, Inc. and our socie-
ty’s most prestigious award.

The inaugural class was in 2000 and inducted 11 members. Since
the initial class, a total of 42 members have been inducted. This in-
cludes 38 athletic trainers, 6 physicians, and 1 state senator. Today, 3
new members will join this prestigious group.

The 32” x 18” framed keystone shaped certificate is signed by the
current PATS president and HOF chair. It is inscribed with the
words “Whereas the recipient has brought distinction and honor to
the  profession of athletic training through a commitment to excel-
lence, dedication and valued contributions in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania”

Congratulations to the class of 2014!

The Pennsylvania

Athletic Training Hall of Fame

CLASS OF 2000

E.H. “Hal” Biggs
Joseph Blankowitsch, Jr.
Richard Burkholder
Otho L. Davis

Phillip B. Donley

Chuck Medlar
David G. Moyer, MD

Ted Quedenfeld
Francis Sheridan
Bruce Vogelson
Howard Waite

CLASS OF 2001
G.E. “Moose” Detty
Joseph Godek
Willie Myers

David J. Tomasi
Joseph Torg, MD

CLASS OF 2002
Rudolph “Rudy” Corona

[.O. Silver, MD
John Thatcher

CLASS OF 2003

Romeo Capozzi
Michael Cordas, Jr., DO
George “Speed” Ebersole

CLASS OF 2004
Gareth “Lefty” Biser
Alexander Kalenak, MD
Jack Rea, Jr.

Lois Wagner

CLASS OF 2005
Sayers J. “Bud” Miller
Cecilia Yost

CLASS OF 2006
David Joyner, MD

Mark Keppler
Bob Shank

CLASS OF 2007
William B. Biddington

Joseph lezzi

CLASS OF 2008
Jeffrey S. Cooper
Michael R. Sittler

Paula Sammarone Turocy

CLASS OF 2009
John Hauth

Steve Heckler

CLASS OF 2010
Steven J. Nemes

CLASS OF 2011
George Roberts

CLASS OF 2012
Senator Robert Tomlinson

Paul G. Slocum

CLASS OF 2013
Julie Ramsey Emrhein
Barry McGlumphy
Linda Platt Myer



2014 Hall of Fame Inductee

Joseph Donald Donolli

Mr. Joseph Donolli epitomizes family, sacrifice, tolerance, and a genuine concern for
those around him. He has been a loyal advocate and distinguished servant for his coun-
try with the United States Army, the profession of Athletic Training, and the Pennsyl-
vania Athletic Trainers’ Society (PATS). Joe was raised on Long Island, New York
before moving to Pennsylvania. He played football and graduated from the University
of Delaware with a Bachelor's degree in Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and
Dance in 1966. In 1967, he completed a Master Degree in Therapeutic Physical Educa-
tion at Temple University.

While his active duty service in the US Army ended in 1970, Mr. Donolli immediately
enlisted in the PA Army National Guard and served admirably until his retirement 25
years later, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel. He has been awarded many military merit
awards during this time including the Bronze Star, Army Commendation Medal, and
the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.

Additionally in 1970, after Mr, Donolli returned from Vietnam, he began working as an
Athletic Trainer at Millersville University. In 1971 he was hired at Gettysburg College
to fill many roles including: the Assistant Athletic Trainer, an Associate Professor of
Kinesiology, a Student Advisor, the Head Lacrosse Coach, and an Assistant Wrestling
Coach.

In 1988, after 16 years, Mr. Donolli stepped down as Head Lacrosse Coach to become
only the 3rd Head Athletic Trainer in Gettysburg College history. His predecessors
were Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers Hall of Fame members, Romeo Capozzi and
Gareth “Lefty” Biser. This is truly quite remarkable as the position, was established in
1927 and now includes three Hall of Fame Members.

In 2010, Mr. Donolli stepped down as Head Athletic Training to once again be an
assistant and officially retired from Gettysburg College in 2013.

While the consummate Athletic Trainer, Mr. Donolli helped in the building of an
extensive, well respected and effective Athletic Training Internship Curriculum
program within Gettysburg’s Liberal Arts College which promoted, encouraged,
mentored and taught students in the field of athletic training. In the mid 1990’s
Gettysburg had as many as 32 aspiring athletic training students studying athletic
training via the internship route. Mr. Donolli is an excellent example of what an
athletic trainer should be, hosting many events, educating students, providing
great care to his student-athletes, and advocating for the profession he cared for
deeply. He was recognized and inducted into the Gettysburg College Hall of Ath-
letic Honor in September of 2013.

Additionally, Mr. Donolli has served PATS in several capacities including profes-
sional presentations and attendance at important legislative meetings on behalf of
PATS in Harrisburg. Mr. Donolli was the Facilities Coordinator for the Conven-
tion Committee and Chaired the Convention Committee from 1999-2001. Since
2002, he serves as Chair of the Hall of Fame Committee,

Mr. Donolli has worked with U.S. Olympic athletes and volunteered as an Athlet-
ic Trainer for the Pennsylvania Special Olympics at the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity and the U.S. Senior Olympics held at the University of Pittsburgh. He con-
tinues to be active in the American Heart Association as an instructor, where he
continues to teach various CPR and First Aid classes in the community.

Serving is clearly important to Mr. Donolli as he is also an extremely active mem-
ber of the Prince of Peace Episcopal Church. He serves the church in many ways
including as a Junior and Senior Warden of the Vestry, helping with the Decorat-
ing Committee, Pancake Day, the Silent Auction, and the Bazaar as well as serv-
ing as an Usher.

Mr. Donolli has been married to Olive Kathryn Donolli for over 40 wonderful
years always striving to find the appropriate work-life balance. They have three
beautiful daughters, Jacqueline, Danielle, and Stephanie.

Joe Donolli, your genuine affection for others, sacrifices, and service is un-
matched. Congratulations and welcome to the Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’
Hall of Fame 2014.



2014 Hall of Fame Inductee

Glen L. (Larry) Cooper

Glen L. (Larry) Cooper, also known as “Coop,” is a product of Western
Pennsylvania parenting, education and athletics. He grew up in Greenville,
PA where he excelled in school and as a wrestler. Larry started his aca-
demic career at Thiel College where he wrestled and majored in Business
Administration. It did not take him long to realize that what he really want-
ed to do was be more active and involved with sports and guiding young
people. He transferred to the University of Pittsburgh and in 1984; he grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Science in Health, Physical Education and Recre-
ation Education Degree with a specialization in Athletic Training.

Coop spent his initial teaching years in Virginia at three different schools,
teaching health classes, physical education and adapted physical education
while working as an athletic trainer. In these roles he developed a student
athletic training program, worked on curriculum development and a pilot
elementary health class. He worked with other AT’s to develop policies
both locally and regionally to safeguard all student athletes.

During this time Larry solidified the fact that his future was in the second-
ary schools as a teacher and athletic trainer. He came back to Pennsylvania
and has been at Penn-Trafford High School for the last 23 years. He is de-
voted to the profession and “loves” being an athletic trainer. Coop relishes
being a mentor to many students over the years who have gone on to be-
come involved in health care as AT’s, PT’s, PTA’s, PA’s and Orthopedic
Surgeons.

Coop has been active in the Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society PATS
at the Executive Board level serving as both the Southwestern Representa-
tive and Parliamentarian. At the Committee level, Larry has either served

as a member or a Chair of PATS’ Membership, Long Range Planning and
Secondary School Committees. Annually he holds Weight Assessor work-
shops for newly licensed Athletic Trainers within the Commonwealth. He

is also a founding member of the WPIAL Sports Medicine Advisory Com-
mittee.

At the National level, Larry has served both as the District 2 Representa-
tive and the Chair of the Secondary School Athletic Trainers Committee,
an Advisory Member to the NATA Appropriate Medical Care for Second-
ary School-Age Athletes Task Force, serves on the National Federation of
High School State Associations Sports Medicine Advisory Committee, a
contributing writer of the NATA Position Statement of Fluid Replacement
for the Physically Active, a contributing writer for the NATA Inter-
association Task Force for Preventing Sudden Death in High School
Sports paper and the NFHS Sports Medicine Handbook and served as a
committee chair of the NATA Inter-Association Consensus Statement of
Best Practices for Sports Medicine Management for Secondary Schools

and Colleges.

Larry has presented numerous times at the NATA conferences, EATA
conventions, and at the PATS symposiums. He is a recipient of the 2003
Micro-Bio Medics Award; The Pride Award for Excellence in Teaching
1997, the 2008 Teaming with PRIDE Award for Sports Medicine Depart-
ment Excellence, PATS 2005 Service Award, and PATS 2011 Distin-
guished Merit Award and in 2013 Penn-Trafford High School was the re-
cipient of the NATA Safe Sports Award, the first recipient school in Penn-
sylvania.

Larry and his wife Lisa have been married for 29 years and have three
daughters, Sara, Molly and Delaney. Coop is proud of the fact that all three
are entering the teaching profession.

We honor Larry with this induction into the Pennsylvania Athletic Train-
ing Hall of Fame Class of 2014 for his commitment not only to the Penn-
sylvania Athletic Trainers’ Society, but also athletic trainers throughout the
country for his work through the Secondary School Committees.
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Congratulations

“COOP”

On being admitted to the PATS
2014 Hall of Fame and
On your many years of outstanding

service to the families of Pennsylvania

Kevin Wong, MD
Viharika Bakshi, MD
Walter Beam, DO
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